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News

Mercy Housing Emerges as a Sustainability Leader
Over the past two years, Mercy Housing, a national nonprofit affordable housing
organization, has worked to deepen its commitment to sustainability with the support of a
capacity building grant from Enterprise. Their efforts to date have helped to reduce
energy usage and save water; but, by working across their operations, they also realized
cost savings. For example, by switching to an electronic invoicing system, Mercy reduced

its paper usage and saved on postage. Mercy
has successfully woven sustainability into its
operational fabric, as evidenced by Mercy
Housing's embrace of the Better Buildings
Challenge. 

Want to follow in Mercy’s footsteps now? As
part of the Better Buildings Challenge,
Enterprise will deliver technical assistance to
multifamily partners as they strive to reach
their commitments. Request technical
assistance. 

NHT Breaks Ground on East Coast’s Largest Affordable Housing Solar Project 
NHT/Enterprise Preservation Corporation (NHT) recently closed on $1.25 million of
financing to create an entity that will install and operate photovoltaic and solar thermal
systems on five affordable housing properties consisting of 10 buildings across
Washington, D.C. NHT/Enterprise’s affiliate, NHT Renewable, will own the panels,
allowing NHT/Enterprise to receive a continuing source of income. The project combines
equity sourced by NHT/Enterprise, debt from Enterprise Community Loan Fund, the sale
of solar credits and a fixed-rate agreement to maintain energy prices at current levels,
shielding the properties from the risk and volatility of the energy market.

The installation will reduce energy utility costs in the common areas for all five sites by
roughly 40 percent. Both the solar entity and the project sites will benefit from economies
of scale due to the project’s portfolio approach. This is an innovative model for
affordable multifamily buildings that could potentially be applied to other large-scale solar

http://www.facebook.com/EnterpriseCommunityPartners
http://www.linkedin.com/company/enterprise-community-partners
http://twitter.com/E_HousingGreen
http://www.youtube.com/user/EnterpriseCommunity
https://plus.google.com/117381582798699317941/posts
http://enterprisecommunity.typepad.com/
http://info.enterprisecommunity.com/index.php/email/emailWebview?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRow5%2FmYJoDpwmWGd5mht7VzDtPj1OY6hBApIruJK1TtuMFUGpsqOOyQFQcCA4Jo0wlbFe2YaY5J7uw%3D
http://www4.eere.energy.gov/challenge/partners/multifamily
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1aJ1rVU3fXcaaEuAJFvMMTD11dxmKb7Da-Kydyw1Kjpg/viewform
http://www.nhtinc.org/nhte_experience_and_commitment.php


projects, giving low- and moderate-income communities better access to local, clean
power generation and reducing the properties’ exposure to rising energy costs, one of
the largest operating expenses in multifamily housing.

The project was supported by a $730,000 loan made available to NHT/Enterprise
Preservation Corporation through the Enterprise Community Loan Fund as part of Bank
of America’s Energy Efficiency Finance Program.

Denver TOD Fund Project Receives 9 Percent Low-Income Housing Tax Credit
Allocation
Denver’s Yale Station Family Apartments is one of seven projects to receive a 9 percent
Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) allocation from the Colorado Housing and
Finance Authority (CHFA). The project will consist of 66 workforce-housing units adjacent
to Yale Station, a high-opportunity area with few affordable housing options.

The Denver TOD Fund provided $1.19 million in acquisition financing to the Urban Land
Conservancy, in partnership with Regional Transportation District - Denver (RTD) and a
team of for-profit affordable housing developers to start construction this summer. The
project will be Enterprise Green Communities certified, and residents will be given
Neighborhood ECO passes to ride RTD trains and buses at no cost. Read more about
this project on CHFA's website.  

Publications

Living Cities Blog Highlights Capital Absorption Workshops
Living Cities invited Enterprise's Melinda Pollack, VP of transit-oriented development, to
highlight key themes from a series of Capital Absorption Workshops held in Denver, Los
Angeles, San Francisco and Seattle over the past several months. These workshops
engaged regional leaders in an open dialogue about their visions for implementing
equitable transit-oriented development. See Melinda's post on the Living Cities Blog.

Affordable Housing Finance Features Enterprise Policy and TOD Leaders
This month's issue of Affordable Housing Finance includes commentary from two
Enterprise employees. Diane Yentel, VP of public policy and government affairs,
provided remarks on the Senate Finance Committee's approval of Low-Income Housing
Tax Credit (LIHTC) provisions. Melinda Pollack, VP of transit-oriented development,
contributed to an article on acquisition strategies in station areas. Read the Affordable
Housing Finance articles.

Brookings Examines the Denver TOD Fund
The Brookings Institution's Metropolitan Policy Program recently discussed the nation's
first acquisition fund for transit-oriented affordable housing, noting its innovative
financing structure, accomplishments, challenges and implications for related policies.
Read the two-page summary on Brookings' Confronting Suburban Poverty website.   

Resources

Taking Applications: Enterprise Rose Architecture Fellowship
The application process for the Enterprise Rose Architectural Fellowship is now open!
The prestigious fellowship is a three-year opportunity for community-minded designers
with an accredited degree in architecture. Fellows are hosted by community development
organizations across the country, where they serve as integral members of their host

http://www.enterprisecommunity.com/resources/ResourceDetails?ID=0086076
http://www.urbanlandc.org/
http://www.rtd-denver.com/
http://www.chfainfo.com/news/articles/052214_lihtc.icm
http://www.livingcities.org/blog/?id=318
http://mydigimag.rrd.com/publication/frame.php?i=211442&p=&pn=&ver=swf
http://confrontingsuburbanpoverty.org/case-studies/denver-transit-oriented-development-fund/


organizations’ staff. Fellows gain practical experience and engage in neighborhood
planning, typically helping their hosts improve standards and practices for design
excellence, sustainability and resident engagement. Six openings in Boston; Detroit; Los
Angeles; Minneapolis; Oakland, Calif. and Slayton, Minn. are available for fellowships
beginning January 2015. 

The submission deadline is midnight (Eastern Time) on July 10. Apply online; direct any
questions to Nella Young at 781.591.4702.

USGBC Opens Affordable Green Neighborhoods Grant Program
The U.S. Green Building Council has launched its Affordable Green Neighborhoods
Grant Program. The program, with support from the Bank of America Foundation, awards
funding and provides educational resources to developers of affordable housing who are
pursuing certification using the LEED for Neighborhood Development rating system. You
can learn more about the grant program and apply before the July 11 deadline online.

Enterprise Supports Transportation Reauthorization Proposals
In May, the Obama Administration and the Environment and Public Works Senate
Committee released surface transportation reauthorization proposals. The President’s
GROW America Act would expand the Transportation Investment Generating Economic
Recovery (TIGER) grant program and create the new FAST Program, which benefits
regions that coordinate transit, affordable housing and job access. The Senate proposal
would expand eligibility for the popular Transportation, Infrastructure and Finance
Innovation Act (TIFIA)  program to TOD infrastructure.

These priorities align well with our commitment to create or preserve sustainable,
connected communities. For more information read the fact sheets on the Administration
and Senate proposals. Stay tuned for Enterprise’s analysis on the proposals’ impacts on
equitable TOD. 

National Housing Trust Publishes Database of State Affordable Housing Policies
In partnership with Novogradac, the National Housing Trust has created PrezCat, an
interactive database of analysis from its annual nationwide review of qualified allocation
plans (QAPs). Criteria include information by state, 4 percent and 9 percent tax credits,
housing trust funds, green preservation, predevelopment and acquisition funds and
more. 

Events

Save the Date!

NH&RA Preservation Through Energy Efficiency Road Show 
On July 14, NH&RA will take its Energy Efficiency Road Show to Denver. The Road Show
will continue its unique focus on disseminating the experiences of affordable housing
owners who have successfully implemented retrofits and tax credit recapitalizations that
resulted in enhanced cash-flow. 

Where We'll Be

NCSHA Housing Credit Connect Conference
June 26: Green’s VP Thomas Osdoba will present on a panel session entitled, “The Next
Wave in Sustainable Development,” at the National Council of State Housing Agencies

http://www.enterprisecommunity.com/solutions-and-innovation/design-leadership/rose-architectural-fellowship/become-a-fellow
mailto:nyoung@enterprisecommunity.org
http://www.usgbc.org/initiatives/grants/affordable-neighborhoods
http://www.dot.gov/grow-america
http://www.dot.gov/tiger
http://www.dot.gov/tiger
http://www.fta.dot.gov/grants/12861.html
http://www.dot.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/Overall-Fact-Sheet-FINAL.pdf
http://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Files.View&FileStore_id=f331a434-eec7-41f2-8cc6-5bbc34c49b3d
http://www.novoco.com/
http://prezcat.org/
http://www.housingonline.com/EventDetail.aspx?EventListItemID=fa512c55-a390-4713-9299-f5f5701acfb0
http://www.ncsha.org/event/2014-housing-credit-connect


Credit Connect Conference. The conference runs June 24-27 at the Hyatt Regency
Chicago. 
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Enterprise Launches $40 Million, 12 MW Solar Commitment at the Solar Summit
Enterprise recently announced its goal of investing $40 million through our investor
partners to generate 12 MW, or 16,000 megawatt hours, of solar photovoltaic energy
nationwide by 2020. The decision was made, in part, due to the release of the U.S.
Global Change Research Program’s startling new report: the Third National Climate
Assessment: Climate Change Impacts in the United States. The report confirms that
human-induced climate change is already critically endangering human well-being.
Mitigating these negative effects depends on carbon reduction strategies of which
renewable energies, like solar, are a part.

Mariposa Phase III Opens in Denver
Local and state housing leaders officially opened Phase III of the Mariposa, a 15-acre
transit-oriented redevelopment accommodating a range of incomes and green design
features. The six-phase project intends to create an energized transit community where
residents will experience environmental sustainability, cultural diversity, proximity to
downtown and a spectrum of housing options. Read more about the Mariposa.

Criteria Revision Begins Public
Process
Enterprise Green Communities is
transforming the way affordable
housing is located, designed, built
and preserved in the United States,
and you can help. The graphic details
the opportunities for your
involvement. Contact us to get
involved in our efforts to promote
environmental quality, economic

vitality and health benefits through thoughtful design, development and operations
practices that protect people and the planet.    

Publications
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Food at Home
Enterprise’s new report, Food at Home: Affordable Housing as a Platform to Overcome
Nutritional Challenges, draws a crucial link between housing, health and nutrition for low-
income families. The ability to find affordable housing can have huge implications on a
household’s ability to afford key necessities such as food. The report provides a series
of actionable recommendations, including expanding transit access – and the role for
transit-oriented development – to improve access to quality, nourishing foods.  

Resources

Seeking Developers: Affordable Housing Design Leadership Institute
Enterprise encourages TOD-focused community developers to participate in the fifth
annual Affordable Housing Design Leadership Institute (AHDLI), to be held this year in
Los Angeles September 16-18. The theme for this year’s Institute will be “Sustainable,
Equitable, Connected Communities,” highlighting those projects in which design
excellence enables residents and communities to achieve the full promise of transit-
oriented neighborhoods and green infrastructure. Applications are due June 20. Learn
more details about AHDLI.

Call for Transit Best Practices 
Ahead of September's Rail~Volution conference in Minneapolis, Enterprise has started to
research best practices in policies that support transit-oriented or joint development. If
you feel your regional transit agency or state department of transportation is distinctive,
please email John Hersey.

Events

Save These Dates!

Living Future UnConference 2014
From May 21-23, The International Living Future Institute (ILFI) will hold its eighth annual
unConference. The event will focus on innovative design strategies, cutting-edge
technical information and the inspiration necessary to further develop innovative green
building solutions.

How to Save Time and Money on Your Green Affordable Housing Retrofit
June 3, NY - Register
Esther Toporovsky, Senior Program Director of Enterprise Green Communities and Jon
Braman, Vice President of Portfolio Solutions at Bright Power will show you: how
benchmarking can lead to organizational and resident behavior change; how to identify
the underperforming properties in your portfolio; how to obtain measurable energy and
water savings outcomes and how to use the data that you collect throughout to make the
case for retrofits to investors and lenders.

Achieving Green & Energy Efficiency in New & Existing Buildings
June 4, Miami, FL - Register
Join Enterprise Green Communities' Ray Demers and experts from the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) to learn how to incorporate energy efficiency into your

multifamily building. The EPA will provide training on the ENERGY STAR® Multifamily

High Rise program. Participants will learn the structure of the ENERGY STAR® program,
requirements under the High Rise version and the property certification process. This
program aligns with requirements in the Enterprise Green Communities Criteria,
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Earthcraft Certification and LEED programs. The Green Communities team will review the
online Toolkit for retrofitting multifamily affordable housing and the critical steps
necessary for success. The toolkit outlines a step-by-step comprehensive, cost-effective
approach to energy efficient retrofits for multifamily housing owners, investors and
developers. Participants will learn how to navigate the toolkit and how it can be beneficial
to their own retrofit projects. 

Association for Community Design 
From June 12-15, the Association for Community Design holds its annual conference in
Detroit. This year’s conference – called EMERGENCE – will explore the evolving field of
community design as well as the organic development of local neighborhood initiatives.

Green Initiatives at the Neighborhood Scale
June 18, Online - Register
Through this free webinar, learn about the new ideas Enterprise Green Communities is
exploring around deploying green initiatives at the neighborhood scale to lower the cost
of building healthy and affordable housing, sustain residence affordability and promote
resiliency. We will discuss important infrastructure and programmatic elements that we
feel will lead to successful neighborhood-scale green and affordable housing
communities. We will also discuss how this thinking will influence the way Enterprise
scores the current crop of our 2014 Section 4 grant applications.

American Institute of Architects National Convention 

From June 26-28, the American Institute of Architects (AIA) will hold its national
convention in Chicago. Themed “Design with Purpose,” the convention features nearly
200 seminars and workshops and 80 educational tours of the city. Several of our
Enterprise Rose Architectural Fellows will be in attendance.

Where We'll Be

Design Futures Student Forum 
June 3-6: Enterprise VP Katie Swenson, along with Jessica Garz of the Surdna
Foundation will speak at the Tulane School of Architecture’s Design Futures Student
Forum on Financing Public Interest Design (PID). Enterprise Rose Architectural
Fellowship alum Theresa Hwang will hold a workshop with Bryan Bell of Design Corps on
PID Standards/Ethics. Currently in its second year, the Design Futures PID Student
Leadership Forum brings together multi-disciplinary students and leaders in public
interest design to explore the history and future of this burgeoning field.

NCSHA Housing Credit Connect Conference
June 26: Green’s VP Thomas Osdoba will present on a panel session entitled, “The Next
Wave in Sustainable Development” at the National Council of State Housing Agencies
Credit Connect Conference. The conference runs June 24-27 at the Hyatt Regency
Chicago. 
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We wish you and your communities a Happy Earth Day!

News

Updated: Enterprise Green Communities Criteria to be Released in 2015
This year, Enterprise will work to enhance the Green Communities Criteria, a holistic
framework for advancing healthy and sustainable development practices within
affordable housing. This new version, to be released in 2015, will advance best practices
in promoting resident health and resilience against extreme weather events. This is an
intensely collaborative process – you'll hear in the coming months how you can be
involved in the criteria's development. 

Sustainable Little Tokyo Boosts EcoDistricts 
Enterprise and other partner organizations
are helping the Little Tokyo Service
Center and the neighborhood Community
Council set a high bar for the kind of
forward-thinking approach to transit-
oriented development and sustainable
infrastructure that EcoDistricts seek to
inspire. The community recently unveiled
their framework for sustainability.
Download the full visioning document.

Green’s Retrofit Financing Efforts Highlighted in Tax Credit Advisor Magazine  
Tax Credit Advisor Magazine interviewed Enterprise Green Communities' Tom Osdoba
and Esther Toporovsky in their March “Green Building & Retrofit” issue. The magazine’s
focus was on Green’s innovative financing mechanisms, especially our work with Bank of
America. The project is designed to accelerate and scale green retrofits in affordable
multifamily housing portfolios and reduce the energy use of project sites by 20 percent.
Read the full article.

Enterprise Rose Fellowship Profiled in Connections Journal
Katie Swenson of Enterprise's National Design Initiatives was interviewed in the March
issue of Connection, a design journal published by the American Institute of Architects.
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The issue topic was on advocacy, and Katie emphasized the role of the Rose Fellowship
in cultivating the next generation of responsible design leadership. Read the full article. 

Publications

Cleaner Energy & Health 
The Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco released the Green Issue of its Community
Development Investment Review, a publication designed to bridge the gap between
theory and practice. Inside this issue is a piece entitled, Cleaner Energy and Health:
Household, Local and Global Benefits, co-authored by Enterprise Green Communities'
Yianice Hernandez, and Dana Bourland of the JPB Foundation.

Financing Equitable Transit-Oriented Communities 
Enterprise in collaboration with Sacramento-area stakeholders analyzed market trends,
compared financing tools and identified potential sites for transit-oriented development
(TOD). We developed 14 recommendations for structuring a TOD finance tool from
which other regions can learn. Read the plan’s executive summary or the full report.

Health and Housing Outcomes from Green Renovation 
A recent study by the National Center for Healthy Housing published in the Journal of
Environmental Health found that the self-reported physical and mental health of
residents in a low-income housing development improved after the development was
renovated in accordance with Enterprise Green Communities and LEED standards.
Ready the study’s abstract.

Resources

Enterprise Announces HUD Section 4 RFP to Fund Cross-Initiative Collaboration
On March 24, Enterprise posted this year’s Section 4 request for proposals. New in
2014, Enterprise will favor proposals that address TOD, green building and healthy
design to promote sustainable, connected communities. Applications are due May 7.

HUD Picks Enterprise and LIIF to Provide Sustainable Communities Initiative TA
For a third year, Enterprise and the Low Income Investment Fund will provide technical
assistance to SCI grant recipients to address challenges and implement ambitious plans
for equitable regional growth. Interested current or former SCI grantees should contact
Heather Hood for more information. 

Events

Save These Dates!

Best Practices in Operations & Maintenance
This free Enterprise Green Communities course enables affordable housing
management teams to understand, integrate and evaluate the efficacy of incorporating
sustainability best practices into regular building operating/maintenance practices. Key
subject areas will include energy and water conservation, indoor air quality and creating
healthy living environments. Property managers, maintenance staff, asset managers and
resident services staff are all encouraged to attend.

May 15, Baltimore, Md.
May 16, Washington, D.C
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Where We'll Be

Enterprise Promotes TOD at National CLT Network Conference in Cleveland
On April 27-28, Enterprise's Michael Spotts will join India Pierce Lee of the Cleveland
Foundation and Patrick Maier of the Innovative Housing Institute to present recent efforts
to involve community land trusts in expanding affordable transit-rich communities at the
CLT Network Conference. Look for Mike at this year’s conference.

American Planning Association Conference 
On April 28, Melinda Pollack of Enterprise's Transit-Oriented Development program will
join HUD’s Harriet Tregoning, the Metropolitan Area Planning Council’s Jenny Raitt and
the Partnership for Southern Equity’s Nathaniel Smith at the annual American Planning
Association conference. They will share lessons in addressing longstanding land use
challenges near transit.

Better Buildings Conference
On May 9, Krista Egger of Enterprise Green Communities will speak alongside Michelle
Desiderio of the NAHB Research Center, Asa Foss of USGBC and Gina Ciganik of Aeon
at the U.S. Department of Energy’s Better Building Conference (May 7-9), on the
“Passive House, Living Building Challenge, Net Zero, and Other Aggressive Green
Building Standards” panel.

Healthy Housing, Healthy Places Conference
On May 15, Yianice Hernandez of Enterprise Green Communities will moderate a panel
on “Improving Health Outcomes through Residential Energy-Efficiency” at the Urban
Land Institute’s Healthy Places Conference (May 14-16).

National Healthy Homes Conference
Yianice Hernandez will present a session on “Partnering with Indian Communities to make
homes healthier, safe and warmer” at the National Healthy Homes Conference (May 28-
30) in Nashville, Tennessee.
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